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desolate and hence these borderlands are capable of
supporting only nomad Badawin. The summer drought
drives them back into the mountain courses around the
perennial water-holes - Andhaur, Hanun, Shuwairima,
Aiyun and Habarut (these in Umm al Hait longitudes).
But immediately after rain they sally out again and in
winter they may remain for a month or two in favoured
localities, their movements often being guided by their
pillar of fire, the direction of lightning. It is a hungry and
thirsty life and those whose habitat is the hinterland of
Dhufar are drawn back to the settled comfort of the
frankincense orchard, especially during the summer, when
its comparatively rich rewards are the means of acquiring
rifle, ammunition, clothes, coffee, and sometimes rice. But
the true Badawin despise any but their spartan existence.
They live mainly on camel's milk and hold life cheap.
Raiding to them is the spice of life, and there was never a
man in any of my escorts who -had not raided into the
Hadhramaut, nor one who had not been raided in his own
grazing grounds, and some bore honourable scars of bullet
or dagger wounds. Arms and ammunition and the health
of the camel are thus the primary necessities of life;
where hereditary blood-feuds divide the tribes, might is
right, and man ever walks in fear for his life and possessions.
The tribes of importance occupying these southern
borderlands are, from east to west, Bait Kathir, Mahra,
Manahil, 'Awamir, Sa'ar, Nahad and Karab.1 The Mahra

1 Tribal distribution is as follows: the Umm al Hait system is the habitat
mainly of two tribes, Mahra and Bait Kathir; they also extend to the west.
Nominally the lower wadi reaches of Dauka, Ghudun, Aidam and Hat
belong to Bait Kathir, though the Mahra use them freely; the upper sources
of the wadis (except Ghudun) are largely in Mahra hands, particularly